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Notes: The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 
2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. See Table A-2 for historical race 
footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. Median household income data 
are not available prior to 1967. For more information on the CPI-U-RS dollar adjustment and recessions, see 
Appendix A. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar20.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2020 Annual Social and Economic Supplements 
(CPS ASEC).
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Figure 2.
Real Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1967 to 2019
(Households as of March of the following year)
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changes of 5.7 percent for non-
Hispanic Whites, 7.9 percent for 
Blacks, 10.6 percent for Asians, 
and 7.1 percent for Hispanics 
(Figure 2 and Table A-1).12 Among 
the race groups, Asian households 
had the highest median income in 
2019.13 This is the second consecu-
tive increase in median income for 
Asian households. 

12 The differences between the 2018–
2019 percent changes in household median 
income for each race group were not statis-
tically significant.

13 The small sample size of the Asian 
population and the fact that the CPS ASEC 
does not use separate population controls 
for weighting the Asian sample to national 
totals contribute to the large variances 
surrounding estimates for this group. The 
American Community Survey (ACS), based 
on a much larger sample of the popula-
tion, is a better source for estimating and 
identifying changes for small subgroups of 
the population.

The real median incomes of dif-
ferent groups can be compared 
by calculating the ratio of the 
median income of a specific 
group to the median income of 
non-Hispanic White households. 
For 2019, the ratio of Asian to 
non-Hispanic White household 
income was 1.29. In other words, 
the median Asian household had 
a household income 1.29 times 
greater than that of the median 
non-Hispanic White household. 
The ratio of Black to non-Hispanic 
White household income was 
0.60, while the ratio of Hispanic 
to non-Hispanic White household 
income was 0.74. None of these 
ratios were statistically different 
from 2018.

Age of Householder

Real median household income 
in 2019 for householders under 
the age of 65 ($77,873) increased 
6.7 percent from the 2018 median 
(Figure 1 and Table A-1). Every age 
group shown in Table A-1 expe-
rienced an increase in median 
income between 2018 and 2019.14 
Between 2018 and 2019, real 
median income for householders 
aged 65 and over increased 6.5 
percent, from $44,487 to $47,357.

Householders aged 45 to 54 
($92,221) had the highest median 
incomes in 2019, followed by 
householders 35 to 44 ($88,858), 

14 The differences between the 2018–
2019 percent changes in median household 
income for all age groups were not statisti-
cally significant. 
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