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Figure 4.
Poverty Rates Using the O�cial and Supplemental Poverty Measures: 2009 to 2020

1 Includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15.
Notes: The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) estimates for 2019 and 2020 reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. More 
information is available in the report appendix. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. More information on confidentiality protection, 
sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar21.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2021 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Figure 4 shows the official mea-
sure (with the comparable uni-
verse) and the SPM since 2009. 
The SPM ranged from 0.6 to 1.6 
percentage points higher than 
the official measure through 2019. 
In contrast, the 2020 SPM was 
2.3 percentage points lower than 
the official measure. SPM rates in 
2020 were at their lowest level 
since the first year for which the 
Census Bureau published SPM 
estimates, even after adjusting for 
the breaks in series.

Figure 5 shows the poverty rate 
using both measures for three 
major age groups. While the SPM 
rate for children declined between 
2019 and 2020, the official pov-
erty rate increased over the same 
period, widening the gap between 
the two measures from 1.8 per-
centage points to 6.3 percentage 
points. SPM rates for individuals 
aged 18 to 64 were also lower than 
official poverty rates in 2020, for 

the first time in the history of the 
SPM. The gap between official and 
SPM rates for individuals 65 and 
older declined from 3.9 percent-
age points in 2019 to 0.5 percent-
age points in 2020. Even after 
accounting for breaks in series, 
SPM rates for each major age 
group in 2020 were at their lowest 
level since 2009.
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