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Note: Statistically significant indicates the change is statistically di
erent from zero at the 90 percent confidence level. Margins of error 
and other related estimates and notes are available in Table A-6. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling 
error, and definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Figure 4.
Median Earnings and Percent Change by Work Status and Sex
(People 15 years and older with earnings as of March of the following year)

-2.2

-2.2

-4.0

-1.3

-5.5

-5.2

$47,960

$41,320

$52,770

$60,070

$62,350

$52,360

Denotes a statistically 
significant change

2022 Median Earnings Change: 2021 to 2022

million workers. This is the second 
consecutive year that the compo-
sition of the workforce has shifted 
to full-time, year-round work after 
a steep decline due to the pan-
demic. In 2022, 71.0 percent of 
workers were employed full-time, 
year-round, up slightly from 70.2 
percent in 2019, prior to the pan-
demic. The real median earnings 
of all workers decreased by 2.2 
percent between 2021 and 2022. 
The 2022 real median earnings 
of those who worked full-time, 

year-round also decreased by 1.3 
percent from 2021. 

Workers by Sex

Looking at the details of median 
earnings and worker composition 
by sex can add more context to 
the annual changes experienced 
by the total working population. 
Between 2021 and 2022, the num-
ber of male and female workers 
increased by 1.6 percent and 1.8 
percent, respectively.40 The real 
2022 median earnings of working 

men decreased 4.0 percent from 
2021, and the decline for women 
was 2.2 percent (Figure 4 and 
Table A-6).41

The median earnings of men 
($62,350) and women ($52,360) 
who worked full-time, year-round 
decreased by 5.5 percent and 5.2 
percent, respectively, between 
2021 and 2022 (Figure 4 and 
Table A-6).42 The number of male 
full-time, year-round workers 
increased by about 2.2 million 




