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partners and their relatives, coresi-
dent unrelated children under 
the age of 15, and foster children 
under the age of 22. Because of 
these differences, official poverty 
measure estimates are reported for 
families, while SPM estimates are 
reported for resource units. Both 
measures also provide estimates 
for unrelated individuals.9

The difference in measurement 
unit also leads to a difference in 
universe: the SPM includes unre-
lated children under the age of 15, 
while the official poverty measure 
does not. To account for this differ-
ence, this report uses the designa-
tion “official+” when directly com-
paring the official and SPM poverty 
measures. Estimates of official+ 
poverty add unrelated individuals 

under the age of 15 to the official 
poverty universe. These individuals 
are given the official poverty status 
of the household reference person.

The SPM does not replace the 
official poverty measure, nor is it 
designed to be used for program 
eligibility or funding distribution. 
The main differences in the two 
measures are summarized in the 
“Differences in Poverty Measures” 
table. Updates to the SPM for 
2023 can be found in Appendix B. 
Additional details are available in 
the SPM technical documentation 
at <https://www2.census.gov/
programs-surveys/supplemental-
poverty-measure/datasets/spm/
spm_techdoc.pdf>. Comparisons 
over time should be made with 
caution due to changes in survey 
design, sampling, and instrument 

changes, as well as data 
processing and methodological 
improvements.10

OFFICIAL POVERTY BY 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

In 2023, the official poverty rate 
fell 0.4 percentage points to 
11.1 percent, the first statistically 
significant change in the official 
poverty rate since 2020 (Figure 
1 and Table A-1). There were 36.8 
million people in poverty in 2023, 
not statistically different from 
2022. Of the demographic groups 
presented in Figure 2, only one—
individuals reporting Two or More 
Races—experienced an increase in 
poverty in 2023. Official poverty 
rates for the other demographic 
groups either decreased or were 

Figure 1.
Number in Poverty and Poverty Rate Using the O	cial Poverty Measure: 1959 to 2023

Note: Population as of March of the following year. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing 
system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Refer to Table A-3 for historical 
footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. Information on recessions is available in Appendix C. 
Information on confidentially protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar24.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2024 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 
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