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As the SPM demonstrates, these 
factors can have a significant effect 
on poverty rates. The rest of this 
report explores poverty using the 
SPM. The SPM provides an addi-
tional perspective on economic 
well-being by expanding the defini-
tion of official poverty to include 
noncash benefits, account for 
income and payroll taxes, subtract 
other necessary expenses, use a 
more inclusive resource sharing 
unit, and account for geographic 
differences in housing costs. 

The remainder of this report uses 
official+ when drawing comparisons 
between the SPM and the official 
poverty measure. Official+ denotes 
the official poverty measure using 
the same universe as the SPM, 
which includes unrelated individu-
als under the age of 15. Using offi-
cial+ allows for direct comparisons 
of the two concepts with the same 
reference universe. 

SPM by Selected Characteristics

In 2023, the overall SPM rate was 
12.9 percent, 0.5 percentage points 
higher than in 2022. This was 
the second consecutive annual 
increase in the SPM rate (Table 
B-2). 

Figure 4 presents annual SPM rates 
for 2022 and 2023 across a set 
of demographic characteristics. 
Estimates for additional demo-
graphic groups are available in 
Table B-3. 

Sex and Age

SPM rates increased by 0.5 per-
centage points for both men and 
women in 2023.21 The SPM rate 
for women (13.4 percent) was 
higher than the rate for men (12.4 
percent). 

In 2023, the SPM rate increased 1.3 
percentage points for those under 
18 years old to 13.7 percent. SPM 
rates for both 18- to 64-year-olds 

(12.2 percent) and those 65 years 
and older (14.2 percent) were not 
statistically different from 2022.22

Housing Tenure

Between 2022 and 2023, SPM rates 
increased for renters, but were not 
statistically different for owners, 
regardless of whether they had a 
mortgage. The SPM rate for renters 
increased 1.7 percentage points to 
23.9 percent, the highest SPM rate 
among the three groups. The SPM 
rate for owners with a mortgage 

was 5.7 percent, while the rate for 
owners with no mortgage was 11.5 
percent. 

SPM thresholds are adjusted sepa-
rately for the three housing tenure 
groups. SPM thresholds for rent-
ers increased 8.6 percent between 
2022 and 2023, compared to 7.8 
percent for owners with a mort-
gage and 6.8 percent for owners 
without a mortgage.23 SPM thresh-
olds for 2022 and 2023 are avail-
able in Table B-1.

Figure 3.
Distribution of Total Population and Poverty by Race and 
Hispanic Origin Using the O�cial Poverty Measure: 2023

* An asterisk denotes that the ratio is different from 1.0 at the 90 percent 
confidence level.
Note: Population as of March of the following year. Information on confidentiality 
protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar24.pdf>.  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2024 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).
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