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Figure 5.
Child Supplemental Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2009 to 2023
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Note: Population as of March of the following year. The Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of revised SPM methodology. More information is available in the SPM technical documenation at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/supplemental-poverty-measure/datasets/spm/spm_techdoc.pdf>. The data for 2017 and 
beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the 
redesigned income questions. Refer to Table B-2 for historical footnotes. The data points are placed at the midpoints of the respective years. 
Information on recessions is available in Appendix C. More information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and 
definitions is available at <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar24.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2024 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).

Race and Hispanic Origin

SPM rates increased between 2022 
and 2023 for three of the race and 
Hispanic origin groups presented 
in Figure 4: Asian, Two or More 
Races, and Hispanic (any race). 
SPM rates for White, non-Hispanic 
White, Black, and American Indian 
and Alaska Native individuals did 
not change significantly. Non-
Hispanic White individuals had 
the lowest SPM rate (8.8 percent), 
while American Indian and Alaska 
Native (19.0 percent) and Hispanic 
(20.9 percent) individuals had the 
highest.24

Figure 5 shows historical SPM rates 
for children by race and Hispanic 
origin (Table B-2).25 After pov-
erty rates for non-Hispanic White, 
Black, and Hispanic children fell 
to historic lows in 2021 due to 

pandemic-era policies that tar-
geted families with children, SPM 
rates for children of all races in 
the figure began to rise in 2022 as 
those policies ended.26 They rose 
further for Hispanic (any race), 
Black, and Asian children between 
2022 and 2023.27 The SPM rate for 
non-Hispanic White children did 
not change significantly between 
2022 and 2023. 

Educational Attainment

Between 2022 and 2023, the SPM 
rate for those 25 years and older 
without a high school diploma 
increased 3.0 percentage points to 
30.9 percent (Figure 4 and Table 
B-3). This is the highest SPM rate 
among the presented education 
groups. Those with at least a bach-
elor’s degree had the lowest SPM 

rate (5.9 percent). SPM rates for 
those with a high school diploma 
(16.1 percent), some college (10.7 
percent), and a bachelor’s degree 
or higher did not change signifi-
cantly from year to year. 

Work Experience 

From 2022 to 2023, SPM rates 
increased for all workers 18 to 64 
years old; those who worked full-
time, year-round; and those who 
did not work. The SPM rate for 
those working less than full-time, 
year-round (14.7 percent) did not 
significantly change. Full-time, 
year-round workers had the lowest 
SPM rate (4.1 percent), while those 
who did not work had the highest 
(31.1 percent). The SPM rate for all 
18- to 64-year-old workers was 7.0 
percent in 2023.




