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Webinar Outline 
 Next Week’s Releases 
 ACS Basics 
 Changes for 2015 ACS 1-year Release 
 ACS Website and Statistical Testing Tool 
 Keep in Touch 
 Q&A 
 Using American FactFinder 
 Evaluation 
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Next Week’s Releases: Sept 13 

Tuesday, September 13th 
 2015 national income, poverty, and health 

insurance statistics from Current Population 
Survey (CPS) Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (ASEC) 
Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2015 
State level health insurance statistics from 2015 

ACS 
 2015 ACS 1-year embargo begins at noon EDT 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-101.html 
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Next Week’s Releases: Sept 15 

Thursday, September 15th  
 2015 ACS 1-year public release 
 ACS Briefs 
 Poverty: 2014 and 2015  

 Household Income: 2015 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-101.html 
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ACS Basics: The Survey 
 Ongoing survey that samples 

about 3.5 million addresses per 
year 

 Designed to produce critical 
information that was previously 
collected in the decennial 
census 

 Fully implemented in 2005 

 Collects data on a wide range of 
demographic, social, economic, 
and housing characteristics 

 Publishes annual estimates for 
small geographic areas and 
population groups 
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ACS Content 
 
 
Educational Attainment 
Marital Status 
Veteran 
Disability 
Ancestry 
Citizenship 
Fertility 
Grandparents 
Language Spoken at Home 
Migration 
Place of Birth 
School Enrollment 
Year of Entry 

Social 

 
 
Employment Status 
Income 
Commuting  
Health Insurance 
Class of Worker 
Food Stamps (SNAP) 
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year 
Industry & Occupation 

 
 
Sex 
Age 
Race 
Hispanic Origin 
Relationship 
 

35+ Topics 1000+ Tables 11 Billion Estimates 

Economic 

Demographic  
 
 
Tenure (Own/Rent) 
Home Value 
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance) 

Computer & Internet Use 
Heating Fuel  
Occupancy Status 
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities 
Structure Type 
Utilities 
Vehicles 
Year Built/ Year Moved In 

Housing 
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ACS Basics: 1-Year Geography 
 Approximately 7,800 geographic areas 

 Geographic areas of 65K+ total population including 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html 

• Nation 
• All States, DC, and Puerto 
Rico 

• All Metropolitan Areas 
• All Congressional Districts 
(114th Congress) 

• All Counties and Places of 
65,000+ 



ACS Basics: 1-Year Data Products 
 Data Profiles  

(Social, Economic, Housing,       
Demographic) 

 Comparison Profiles  
(2011 to 2015) 

 Selected Population Profiles     
(Race, Hispanic Origin, Ancestry,              
Place of Birth) 

 Ranking Tables (89)  

 Geographic Comparison Tables  
(96) 

 Subject Tables (81) 

 Detailed Tables (1,306) 

 Supplemental Tables (59) – Oct 2016 
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ACS New Tables 
 B09021: Living arrangements by 

age for adults 18 years and over 

 

 B25031: Median gross rent by 
number of bedrooms for renter-
occupied housing units 
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www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2014/ 

 

 Subject Tables: 
 Computer & Internet Use (S2801 & S2802) 

 Health Insurance (S2703 & S2704) 

 Bachelor’s Field of Degree (S1502) 



ACS Noteworthy Data Product Modifications 

 
 

Housing: 
 Year-based distributions updated: 

 Year Structure Built was expanded to “2014 or later” 
 Year Moved Into Unit was expanded to “2015 or later” 

 Upper distribution categories were expanded for 
several monetary variables: 
 Gross rent ($3,500 or more) 
 Housing value ($2 million or more) 
 Selected monthly owner costs (SMOC) 

 With a mortgage ($4,000 or more) 
 Without a mortgage ($1,500 or more) 

 Monthly Housing Costs ($3,000 or more) 

Foreign Born: 
 B05002: Lists regions of birth for each foreign born 

citizenship category 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-
changes.2015.html 



ACS Subject Table Improvements 

 

 

• Expanded:  
• Topic content 
• Data format (totals now accompany percentages) 

• The following Subject Tables were improved: 
• Education (S1401, S1501) 
• Language (S1601, S1602, S1603) 
• Poverty (S1701, S1702) 
• Disability (S1810) 
• SNAP/Food Stamps (S2201) 
• Veterans (S2101) 
• Labor Force (S2301, S2302, S2303) 
• Industry and Occupation (S2401-S2404, S2408, S2409, S2411-

S2414, S2418, S2419) 
• Health Insurance (S2701) 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-
changes.2015.html 



2014 Table S1501 Educational Attainment 
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2015 Table S1501 Educational Attainment 
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2015 ACS 1-Year  
Supplemental Estimates Tables 
 59 Detailed Tables for geographies with 

populations of 20,000+ 
 Available for same geographic summary 

levels as 1-year dataset 
 Planned release is October 20th 
 Access via American FactFinder and 

Census Bureau’s Application 
Programming Interface 
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Comparison of Tables: 
Travel Time to Work 
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2014 ACS 1-Year Estimates 2014 ACS 1-Year Supplemental Estimates 



ACS Geography Update 
 Merged cities in Georgia and Minnesota 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-
geography-changes.html 

 Places that no longer exist 
 Islandia city, Florida 
 Millville city, Iowa 

 Boundary changes due to annexation, 
disincorporation, and geocoding updates 

 

Helena, Georgia 
McRae, Georgia  

 
Thompson, Minnesota 
Carlton, Minnesota 

 McRae-Helena, Georgia 
 

 
 Carlton, Minnesota 



Guidance for ACS Users 
 Compare across geographies and population 

subgroups using 2015 ACS 
 
 Compare 2014 ACS and 2015 ACS estimates but use 

caution when comparing 
•Income, Earnings, and Poverty 

 

 Compare percentages, means, medians, and rates 
instead of totals whenever possible 

 
 Don’t expect ACS estimates to match decennial 

census counts or estimates from other surveys 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2015.html 



CPS vs. ACS 
 2015 income, poverty, and health insurance 

estimates from the CPS will be released 
Tuesday, September 13th 

 
 Estimates from CPS and ACS differ for a 

number of reasons, but trends over time tend 
to be similar across the surveys 

 
 Recommendations: 
 National estimates      CPS 
 Subnational estimates       ACS 
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blogs.census.gov/ 



ACS Website 
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census.gov/acs 



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html 
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2015 Data Release Information 



Data Tables & Tools 

census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/ 
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Comparison Guidance 

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2015.html 
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Documentation 

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html 
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Statistical Testing Tool 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables-and-tools/statistical-testing-tool.html 



Overview of Tool 
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Statistical Testing for Two Estimates 
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Statistical Testing for Multiple Estimates 
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Application Programming 
Interface (API) 

census.gov/developers 
30 



Future ACS Data Releases 
2015 ACS 1-Year Supplemental Estimates (Geographies of 20,000+) 
 Thursday, October 20:   Public Release 
 

2011-2015 ACS 5-Year Estimates (All geographic areas) 
 Tuesday, December 6:   Embargo Begins 
 Thursday, December 8:  Public Release  
 

Public Use Microdata Sample Files (PUMS) 
 Thursday, October 20:   2015 1-Year PUMS File 
 January 19, 2017:   2011-2015 5-Year PUMS File 
 

2011-2015 Variance Replicate Estimates 
 January 19, 2017:   Public Release 
 

2015 Puerto Rico Community Survey 1-year and 5-year Spanish Release 
 January 19, 2017:   Public Release 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases/2015/release-schedule.html 



ACS Product Releases 
 Voting-Age Population Profiles 

 Census Flows Mapper: 2010-2014 ACS 5-year data 
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flowsmapper.geo.census.gov/ 

 



Source Us! 
U.S. Census Bureau’s  
2015 American Community Survey 

 

33 



 
 
 

Sign up for and manage alerts at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/acco
unts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new 
 
 
 
More information on the 
American Community Survey: 
http://www.census.gov/acs 
 
 
 

Continue the Conversation #ACSdata 

Census (Non-media inquiries) 
800-923-8282 
 
Public Information Office (Media) 
301-763-3030 
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facebook.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 
twitter.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau 
 
 

instagram.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 
pinterest.com/uscensusbureau 
 
 
 

linkedin.com/company/us-census-bureau 
 
 
         
 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new
http://www.census.gov/acs
http://www.census.gov/acs


Questions? 
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After Questions:  

Dial *1 for the Operator  

Stay on the line to learn how to access information using  



 Purpose of the ACS Data Users Group (DUG) is to 
improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS 
data and to promote information sharing among data 
users about key ACS data issues and applications 

 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data 
users 

 Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings 
planned 

 Next data users conference planned for 2017 
 Users group website and online community  
 

acsdatausers.org 
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Need Local Stats? 

 Assistance Near You! 
Our regional data staff can help 
you access local statistics from 
the ACS or offer training to help 
build your skills.  
 

 Contact us at the following 
address: clmso.ddb.questions@ 
census.gov 
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Questions? 
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After Questions:  

Dial *1 for the Operator  

Stay on the line to learn how to access information using  



For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
General Public  Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
 
Press Kit  Go to www.census.gov  
   Newsroom  Press Kits 

 
**Reminder:  Make sure your embargo password is up-to-date** 
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http://www.census.gov/


Next Week’s Releases: Sept 13 

Tuesday, September 13th 
 2015 national income, poverty, and health 

insurance statistics from Current Population 
Survey (CPS) Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement (ASEC) 
Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2015 
State level health insurance statistics from 2015 

ACS 
 2015 ACS 1-year embargo begins at noon EDT 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-101.html 
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Next Week’s Releases: Sept 15 

Thursday, September 15th  
 2015 ACS 1-year public release 
 ACS Briefs 
 Poverty: 2014 and 2015  

 Household Income: 2015 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-101.html 
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Using American FactFinder 
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factfinder.census.gov 
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Advanced Search Page 



1. Expand Topics 

2. Expand Dataset 

3. Select 2015 ACS   
    1-year estimates 

Selecting 2015 ACS 1-Year Estimates 
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1. Expand Topics 

2. Expand Product  
    Type 

3. Select Product 

Selecting Product Type 
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Selecting Geography 
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1. Expand 
Geographies 

2. Select 
Geographic 
Type 



Select Geography Type 
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Finding Your Geography of Interest 
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AFF Search Results 
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1. Results 
Limited to Your 
Selections 

2. View Search 
Results 

3. Click Table 
Title to View 



Comparison Profile 
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Detailed Table 
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Create a Map 

52 



Ranking Table 

53 



Geographic Comparison Table 
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Questions? 
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Dial *1 for the Operator  



Next Week’s Releases: Sept 13 

Tuesday, September 13th 
National income, poverty, and health insurance 

statistics from 2015 Current Population Survey 
(CPS) Annual Social and Economic Supplement 
(ASEC) 
Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2015 
State level health insurance statistics from 2015 

ACS 
 2015 ACS 1-year embargo begins at noon EDT 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-101.html 
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Next Week’s Releases: Sept 15 

Thursday, September 15th  
 2015 ACS 1-year public release 
 ACS Briefs 
 Poverty: 2014 and 2015  

 Household Income: 2015 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2016/cb16-101.html 
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Evaluation 
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For Further Information 
Media   Public Information Office 
   pio@census.gov 
   301-763-3030 
 
General Public  Customer Service Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
 
Press Kit  Go to www.census.gov  
   Newsroom  Press Kits 

 
**Reminder:  Make sure your embargo password is up-to-date** 
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http://www.census.gov/
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