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Webinar Outline 

 Upcoming ACS Data Releases 

 ACS Basics 

 5-Year ACS Geography and Products 

 ACS Documentation 

 Rural America 

 Q&A 
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Upcoming ACS Data 

Releases 



ACS Data Release 

MEDIA EMBARGO: Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Embargo Includes 2011-2015 ACS 5-Year Estimates: 

 5-Year Data Products (including NEW 5-Year Comparison Profiles) 

 5-Year Summary File 

PUBLIC RELEASE: Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Release Includes 2011-2015 ACS 5-Year Estimates: 

 5-Year Data Products  

 5-Year Summary File 

 Narrative Profile 

 DataFerrett, API, QuickFacts 
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Thursday, December 8th 
 ACS and Geography Brief: 

 Defining Rural at the U.S. Census Bureau 

 ACS Blogs: 

 Life Off the Highway: A Snapshot of Rural America 

 The Foreign-Born by Rural Status of Counties: 2011-2015 

 Homes on the Range: Homeownership Rates Are Higher in Rural America 

 Beyond the Farm: Rural Industry Workers in America 

 Household Income and Poverty for the Rural Population 

 A Glance at the Age Structure and Labor Force Participation of Rural 
America 

 County Lookup Table  

 Defines counties as completely rural, mostly rural or mostly urban 
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Upcoming ACS Releases 

 January 10th 

 Veterans in Rural America Report 

 January 19th 

 5-Year Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS)  

 Puerto Rico Community Survey with 1- and 5-Year 

Spanish translations  

 2011-2015 ACS 5-Year Variance Replicate Estimate 

Tables 
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2011-2015 ACS 5-Year Variance 

Replicate Estimate Tables 

 Expanded versions of Detailed Tables in 

American FactFinder 

 Include a set of 80 variance replicate estimates 

to calculate margins of error when combining 

ACS estimates within table or between 

geographies 

 Access via FTP site with links in American 

FactFinder 
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http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/variance-tables.html 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/


ACS Basics 



The American Community Survey 

 Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million 
addresses per year 

 Collects data on a wide range of demographic, 
social, economic, and housing characteristics 

 Designed to produce critical information that was 
previously collected in the decennial census 

 Fully implemented in 2005 

 Publishes annual estimates for small geographic 
areas and population groups 
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ACS Content 
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Social 

Economic 

Housing 

Demographic 

Social 
Education 

Marital Status 

Fertility 

Veterans 

Disability 

Citizenship 

Language 

Migration 

Employment Status 

Income 

Poverty 

Commuting 

Occupation & Industry 

Health Insurance 

Class of Worker 

Economic 

Tenure (Own/Rent) 

Occupancy & Structure 

Home Value 

Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance) 

Utilities 

Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities 

Housing 

Sex 

Age 

Race 

Hispanic Origin 

Relationship to Householder 

Demographic 



5-Year Estimates 

 Describe the average characteristics over a specific 
period of time, not a single point in time 

 Data are pooled across 60 months, weighted to produce 
estimates, and controlled for age, sex, race, and 
Hispanic origin 

 5-year estimates are NOT an average of 1-year estimates 

 Estimates are based on geographic boundaries as of 
January 1 of the last year in the 5-year period  

 Dollar-value estimates are inflation adjusted to the most 
recent year for the period  
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Availability of ACS Data Products 

Estimated 

Population of 

Geographic Area 

1-Year 

Estimates 

*New Product 

1-Year 

Supplemental 

Estimates 

5-Year 

Estimates 

65,000 or more X X X 

20,000 or more X X 

Less than 20,000 X 

Release Date 
September 15, 

2016 

October 20, 

2016 

December 8, 

2016 



When to Use 5-Year Estimates? 

 No 1-year estimate is available 

 Margins of error for 1-year estimates are larger 

than desired 

 Analyzing data for small population groups 

 Comparing various geographies when one or 

more of them do not receive 1-year estimates 
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5-Year Comparisons 

 Only compare non-overlapping time periods (e.g., 
2011-2015 and 2006-2010) 

 

 Only compare estimates from the same dataset 
(e.g., 5-Year to 5-Year) 

 

 Compare across geographies and subpopulations 

 

 Compare percentages, means, medians and rates 
whenever possible 
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5-Year ACS  

Geography and Products 



5-Year Geography 
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• All geographic  

   areas down to the 

   tract and block group 

   level  
 
• Over 578,000 

geographic areas 
 

• 87 different 

summary levels 

available 
 

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs.html 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/


ACS Geography Update 

County name changes: 

South Dakota 

 

 

Alaska 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-

geography-changes.html 

Shannon 

County 

Oglala Lakota 

County  
(FIPS 46102) 

Wade 

Hampton 

Census Area 

Kusilvak 
Census Area   
(FIPS 02158) 

  



5-Year Data Products 

 Data Profiles  
     (Social, Economic, Housing, 

      Demographic) 

 Comparison Profiles (5) 
      (2011-2015 and 2006-2010) 

 Geographic Comparison 
Tables (92) 

 Subject Tables (81) 

 Detailed Tables (1,045) 

 Narrative Profiles 

 Data Tools  

     (API, DataFerret, QuickFacts, My 

    Tribal Area, Census Business Builder)  

 19 



ACS New Tables 

 B09021: Living arrangements by 

age for adults 18 years and over 

 B25031: Median gross rent by 

number of bedrooms for renter-

occupied housing units 

 B02014-B02019: New race tables 

with detailed information on AIAN, 

Asians, and NHPI.  

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/tech_docs/table_shells/2015/ 

 

 Subject Tables: 

 Health Insurance (S2703 & S2704) 

 Bachelor’s Field of Degree (S1502) 



ACS Noteworthy Data Product Modifications 

 

 

Housing: 

 Year-based distributions updated: 
 Year Structure Built was expanded to “2014 or later” 

 Year Moved Into Unit was expanded to “2015 or later” 

 Upper distribution categories were expanded for 
several monetary variables: 
 Gross rent ($3,500 or more) 

 Housing value ($2 million or more) 

 Selected monthly owner costs (SMOC) 

 With a mortgage ($4,000 or more) 

 Without a mortgage ($1,500 or more) 

 Monthly Housing Costs ($3,000 or more) 

Foreign Born: 

 B05002: Lists regions of birth for each foreign born 
citizenship category 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-

changes.2015.html 



ACS Subject Table Improvements 

 

 

• Expanded:  

• Topic content 

• Data format (totals now accompany percentages) 

• The following Subject Tables were improved: 
• Education    S1401, S1501 

• Language    S1601, S1602, S1603 

• Poverty    S1701, S1702 

• Disability    S1810 

• SNAP/Food Stamps  S2201 

• Veterans    S2101 

• Labor Force   S2301, S2302, S2303 

• Industry and Occupation  S2401-S2404, S2408, S2409, 

     S2411-S2414, S2418, S2419 

• Health Insurance   S2701 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-and-geography-

changes.2015.html 



NEW 5-Year Comparison Profiles 

 New product based on 

media and data user 

requests 

 5 profiles compare current 

5-Year period (2011-2015) 

with most recent non-

overlapping period (2006-

2010) with significance 

testing 

 Available for nation, states, 

congressional districts, 

metro/micro areas, counties 

and places with populations 

5,000 or more 



5-Year Methodology Improvements 

 

 

 Dollar-based median and quintile limit tables 
with margins of error greater than the 
estimate are now suppressed 

 Based on extensive data quality review 
and data user feedback 

 Distribution tables and aggregate tables 
will continue to be available for all 
geographies 

 Median distributions expanded for many 
housing variables (e.g., monthly rent, 
housing value, Selected Monthly Owner 
Costs (SMOC) 
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American FactFinder (AFF) 
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factfinder.census.gov 



5-Year Summary File 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/summary-file.html 
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Narrative Profile 

census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/narrative-profiles/ 



DataFerrett 

28 

http://www.census.gov 

dataferrett.census.gov 



Application Programming 

Interface (API) 

29 
census.gov/developers 



Data Tool Updates 
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Accessing Data Tools 
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www.census.gov 



ACS Documentation 



ACS Website 

33 
census.gov/acs 



census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html 
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Data Release Information 



Technical Documentation 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation.html 



Comparison Guidance 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2015.html 



Statistical Testing Tool 
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables-and-tools/statistical-testing-tool.html 



Rural America 
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Our Changing Landscape 
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Characteristics of the Rural 

Population 
 Rural urban infographic  

 Geographic report on how rural is defined 

 County and state blogs highlighting selected geography 

and characteristics of the rural population 

 Series of state and county maps 

 County Look-Up Table showing which counties are 100% 

rural, mostly rural, and mostly urban 

 

 



Accessing Rural Data: 
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1. Dataset 

42 

Select Topics and then Dataset. 



2. Geography 
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Select Geographies, then the Name tab.   



3. Components 
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Click Show Geographic Components. Then Urban and Rural.  



4. Urban and Rural 
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Select United States - Urban and United States - Rural.  Click Add. 



Also Available for Regions 

and States 
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6. Search Results 

47 

Select your table. Or search by topic.  



7. Data 
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Questions? 
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Dial *1 for the Operator 



https://acsdatacommunity.prb.org/ 



 Purpose:  
 Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data.  

 Promote information sharing among data users about key 
ACS data issues and applications 

 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS 
data users 

 Webinars and special sessions at professional 
meetings planned 

 Users group website and online community  

 

acsdatausers.org 
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Need Local Stats or Training? 

We Can Help!  
 

 
 Regional Data Staff 

 pio@census.gov 

 

 State Data Centers & Census Information Centers  
 clmso.dub.office.group.list@census.gov 
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Questions? 
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Dial *1 for the Operator 

* Please Stay to Fill Out an Online 

EVALUATION FORM 



For Further Information 

Media  Public Information Office 

  pio@census.gov 

  301-763-3030 

 

Non-Media  Customer Service Center 

  1-800-923-8282 or 

  301-763-INFO (4636) 

 

Press Kit        
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facebook.com/uscensusbureau 

 

twitter.com/uscensusbureau 

 

youtube.com/user/uscensusbureau 

 

instagram.com/uscensusbureau 

 

pinterest.com/uscensusbureau 
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Follow us!  

Continue the Conversation #ACSData 



Evaluation 
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