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Poverty in the United States

• Each year the Census Bureau releases 
two distinct indicators of economic well-
being in the United States: the official 
poverty measure and the Supplemental 
Poverty Measure (SPM).
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Highlights
• The official poverty rate in 2022 was 11.5 percent, 

with 37.9 million people in poverty.

• The official poverty rate for Black individuals was 
17.1 percent, the lowest on record.

• The SPM rate in 2022 was 12.4 percent, an 
increase of 4.6 percentage points from 2021. 

• The SPM rate for children was 12.4 percent in 
2022, an increase of 7.2 percentage points from 
2021. 

• Refundable tax credits kept 6.4 million people out 
of poverty, 3.2 million less than 2021. 

Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. Information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 
<https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2022 and 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 32
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How the Census Bureau Measures Poverty:
Official Poverty

INCLUDES:
• Wages and earnings
• Social Security
• Unemployment
• Retirement
• Interest & dividends
• Public assistance

DOES NOT INCLUDE:
• Taxes paid
• Tax credits
• Stimulus payments
• Noncash assistance 

(SNAP, Medicaid, etc.)

Threshold adjusted for 
family composition
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Notes: Population as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementationof the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty rates by Age: 1959 to 2022

Notes: Population as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for people aged 18 to 64 and 65 and older are not 
available from 1960 to 1965. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rates by Age: 1959 to 2022
(Percent)

1959 27.3 17.0 35.2 1989 19.6 10.2 11.4 2017
2

17.4 11.1 9.6 November 1948 October 1949

1960 26.9 N N 1990 20.6 10.7 12.2 2018 16.2 10.7 9.7 July 1953 May 1954

1961 25.6 N N 1991
13

21.8 11.4 12.4 2019 14.4 9.4 8.9 August 1957 April 1958

1962 25.0 N N 1992
12

22.3 11.9 12.9 2020
1

16.0 10.5 8.9 April 1960 February 1961

1963 23.1 N N 1993
11

22.7 12.4 12.2 2021 15.3 10.5 10.3 December 1969 November 1970

1964 23.0 N N 1994
10

21.8 11.9 11.7 2022 15.0 10.6 10.2 November 1973 March 1975

1965 21.0 N N 1995
9

20.8 11.4 10.5 January 1980 July 1980

1966 17.6 10.5 28.5 1996 20.5 11.4 10.8 July 1981 November 1982

1967
22

16.6 10.0 29.5 1997 19.9 10.9 10.5 July 1990 March 1991

1968 15.6 9.0 25.0 1998 18.9 10.5 10.5 March 2001 November 2001

1969 14.0 8.7 25.3 1999
8

17.1 10.1 9.7 December 2007 June 2009

1970 15.1 9.0 24.6 2000
7

16.2 9.6 9.9 February 2020 April 2020

1971
21

15.3 9.3 21.6 2001 16.3 10.1 10.1 Source: National Bureau of Economic Research

1972
20

15.1 8.8 18.6 2002 16.7 10.6 10.4

1973 14.4 8.3 16.3 2003 17.6 10.8 10.2

1974
19

15.4 8.3 14.6 2004
6

17.8 11.3 9.8

1975 17.1 9.2 15.3 2005 17.6 11.1 10.1

1976 16.0 9.0 15.0 2006 17.4 10.8 9.4

1977 16.2 8.8 14.1 2007 18.0 10.9 9.7

1978 15.9 8.7 14.0 2008 19.0 11.7 9.7

1979
18

16.4 8.9 15.2 2009 20.7 12.9 8.9

1980 18.3 10.1 15.7 2010 5
22.0 13.8 8.9

1981
17

20.0 11.1 15.3 2011 21.9 13.7 8.7

1982 21.9 12.0 14.6 2012 21.8 13.7 9.1

1983 22.3 12.4 13.8 2013 4
19.9 13.6 9.5

1984
16

21.5 11.7 12.4 2013 3
21.5 13.3 10.2

1985
15

20.7 11.3 12.6 2014 21.1 13.5 10.0

1986 20.5 10.8 12.4 2015 19.7 12.4 8.8

1987
14

20.3 10.6 12.5 2016 18.0 11.6 9.3

1988
14

19.5 10.5 12.0 2017 17.5 11.2 9.2

Recessions

YearTrough monthYearPeak month

<www.nber.org/research/data/us-business-cycle-expansions-

and-contractions>.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2023 Annual Social and  Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). More information on 

confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at <www2.census.gov/programs-

surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.

Aged 65  

and older

Aged         

18 to 64

Under 

age18

Aged 65  

and older

Aged         

18 to 64

Under 

age18
Year YearYear

N   Not available.

Footnotes available on last slide of Poverty section.

Under 

age18

Aged         

18 to 64

Aged 65 

and older



22.8%

7.5%

16.1%

55.1%

8.6%

17.1%

8.6%

16.9%

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1959 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2022

Percent Recession

Black

Hispanic (any race) Asian

Non-Hispanic White

Poverty Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1959 to 2022

Notes: Population as of March of the following year. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The 
data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Data for Black individuals is not available from 1960 to 1965.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC). 36



P
o

v
e
rt

y
 R

a
te

s
 b

y
 R

a
c
e
 a

n
d

 H
is

p
a
n

ic
 O

ri
g

in
: 

1
9
5
9
 t

o
 2

0
2
2

(P
e
rc

e
n
t)

R
e
c
e
s
s
io

n
s

1
9
5
9

2
2
.4

N
N

N
5
5
.1

N
N

N
N

o
v
e
m

b
e

r
1
9
4
8

O
c
to

b
e
r

1
9
4
9

1
9
6
0

2
2
.2

N
N

N
N

N
N

N
J
u

ly
1
9
5
3

M
a

y
1
9
5
4

1
9
6
1

2
1
.9

N
N

N
N

N
N

N
A

u
g
u

s
t

1
9
5
7

A
p

ri
l

1
9
5
8

1
9
6
2

2
1
.0

N
N

N
N

N
N

N
A

p
ri
l

1
9
6
0

F
e

b
ru

a
ry

1
9
6
1

1
9
6
3

1
9
.5

N
N

N
N

N
N

N
D

e
c
e
m

b
e

r
1
9
6
9

N
o

v
e
m

b
e

r
1
9
7
0

1
9
6
4

1
9
.0

N
N

N
N

N
N

N
N

o
v
e
m

b
e

r
1
9
7
3

M
a

rc
h

1
9
7
5

1
9
6
5

2
2

1
7
.3

N
N

N
N

N
N

N
J
a

n
u

a
ry

1
9
8
0

J
u

ly
1
9
8
0

1
9
6
6

1
4
.7

N
N

N
4
1
.8

N
N

N
J
u

ly
1
9
8
1

N
o

v
e
m

b
e

r
1
9
8
2

1
9
6
7

1
4
.2

N
N

N
3
9
.3

N
N

N
J
u

ly
1
9
9
0

M
a

rc
h

1
9
9
1

1
9
6
8

1
2
.8

N
N

N
3
4
.7

N
N

N
M

a
rc

h
 

2
0
0
1

N
o

v
e
m

b
e

r
2
0
0
1

1
9
6
9

1
2
.1

N
N

N
3
2
.2

N
N

N
D

e
c
e
m

b
e

r
2
0
0
7

J
u

n
e

 
2
0
0
9

1
9
7
0

1
2
.6

N
N

N
3
3
.5

N
N

N
F

e
b

ru
a

ry
2
0
2
0

A
p

ri
l

2
0
2
0

1
9
7
1

2
1

1
2
.5

N
N

N
3
2
.5

N
N

N
S

o
u
rc

e
: 
 N

a
ti
o
n
a
l 
B

u
re

a
u
 o

f 
E

c
o
n
o
m

ic
 R

e
s
e
a
rc

h

1
9
7
2

2
0

1
1
.9

N
N

N
3
3
.3

N
N

2
2
.8

1
9
7
3

1
1
.1

N
7
.5

N
3
1
.4

N
N

2
1
.9

1
9
7
4

1
9

1
1
.2

N
7
.7

N
3
0
.3

N
N

2
3
.0

1
9
7
5

1
2
.3

N
8
.6

N
3
1
.3

N
N

2
6
.9

1
9
7
6

1
1
.8

N
8
.1

N
3
1
.1

N
N

2
4
.7

1
9
7
7

1
1
.6

N
8
.0

N
3
1
.3

N
N

2
2
.4

1
9
7
8

1
1
.4

N
7
.9

N
3
0
.6

N
N

2
1
.6

1
9
7
9

1
8

1
1
.7

N
8
.1

N
3
1
.0

N
N

2
1
.8

1
9
8
0

1
3
.0

N
9
.1

N
3
2
.5

N
N

2
5
.7

1
9
8
1

1
7

1
4
.0

N
9
.9

N
3
4
.2

N
N

2
6
.5

1
9
8
2

1
5
.0

N
1
0
.6

N
3
5
.6

N
N

2
9
.9

1
9
8
3

1
5
.2

N
1
0
.8

N
3
5
.7

N
N

2
8
.0

1
9
8
4

1
6

1
4
.4

N
1
0
.0

N
3
3
.8

N
N

2
8
.4

1
9
8
5

1
5

1
4
.0

N
9
.7

N
3
1
.3

N
N

2
9
.0

1
9
8
6

1
3
.6

N
9
.4

N
3
1
.1

N
N

2
7
.3

1
9
8
7

1
4

1
3
.4

N
8
.7

N
3
2
.4

N
1
6
.1

2
8
.0

1
9
8
8

1
4

1
3
.0

N
8
.4

N
3
1
.3

N
1
7
.3

2
6
.7

1
9
8
9

1
2
.8

N
8
.3

N
3
0
.7

N
1
4
.1

2
6
.2

1
9
9
0

1
3
.5

N
8
.8

N
3
1
.9

N
1
2
.2

2
8
.1

1
9
9
1

1
3

1
4
.2

N
9
.4

N
3
2
.7

N
1
3
.8

2
8
.7

1
9
9
2

1
2

1
4
.8

N
9
.6

N
3
3
.4

N
1
2
.7

2
9
.6

1
9
9
3

1
1

1
5
.1

N
9
.9

N
3
3
.1

N
1
5
.3

3
0
.6

1
9
9
4

1
0

1
4
.5

N
9
.4

N
3
0
.6

N
1
4
.6

3
0
.7

1
9
9
5

9
1
3
.8

N
8
.5

N
2
9
.3

N
1
4
.6

3
0
.3

1
9
9
6

1
3
.7

N
8
.6

N
2
8
.4

N
1
4
.5

2
9
.4

1
9
9
7

1
3
.3

N
8
.6

N
2
6
.5

N
1
4
.0

2
7
.1

1
9
9
8

1
2
.7

N
8
.2

N
2
6
.1

N
1
2
.5

2
5
.6

1
9
9
9

8
1
1
.9

N
7
.7

N
2
3
.6

N
1
0
.7

2
2
.7

2
0
0
0

7
1
1
.3

N
7
.4

N
2
2
.5

N
9
.9

2
1
.5

2
0
0
1

1
1
.7

N
7
.8

N
2
2
.7

N
1
0
.2

2
1
.4

2
0
0
2

1
2
.1

8
.0

N
2
4
.1

N
1
0
.1

N
2
1
.8

2
0
0
3

1
2
.5

8
.2

N
2
4
.4

N
1
1
.8

N
2
2
.5

2
0
0
4

6
1
2
.7

8
.7

N
2
4
.7

N
9
.8

N
2
1
.9

2
0
0
5

1
2
.6

8
.3

N
2
4
.9

N
1
1
.1

N
2
1
.8

2
0
0
6

1
2
.3

8
.2

N
2
4
.3

N
1
0
.3

N
2
0
.6

2
0
0
7

1
2
.5

8
.2

N
2
4
.5

N
1
0
.2

N
2
1
.5

2
0
0
8

1
3
.2

8
.6

N
2
4
.7

N
1
1
.8

N
2
3
.2

2
0
0
9

1
4
.3

9
.4

N
2
5
.8

N
1
2
.5

N
2
5
.3

2
0
1
0

5
1
5
.1

9
.9

N
2
7
.4

N
1
2
.2

N
2
6
.5

2
0
1
1

1
5
.0

9
.8

N
2
7
.6

N
1
2
.3

N
2
5
.3

2
0
1
2

1
5
.0

9
.7

N
2
7
.2

N
1
1
.7

N
2
5
.6

2
0
1
3

4
1
4
.5

9
.6

N
2
7
.2

N
1
0
.5

N
2
3
.5

2
0
1
3

3
1
4
.8

1
0
.0

N
2
5
.2

N
1
3
.1

N
2
4
.7

2
0
1
4

1
4
.8

1
0
.1

N
2
6
.2

N
1
2
.0

N
2
3
.6

2
0
1
5

1
3
.5

9
.1

N
2
4
.1

N
1
1
.4

N
2
1
.4

2
0
1
6

1
2
.7

8
.8

N
2
2
.0

N
1
0
.1

N
1
9
.4

2
0
1
7

1
2
.3

8
.7

N
2
1
.2

N
1
0
.0

N
1
8
.3

2
0
1
7

2
1
2
.3

8
.5

N
2
1
.7

N
9
.7

N
1
8
.3

2
0
1
8

1
1
.8

8
.1

N
2
0
.8

N
1
0
.1

N
1
7
.6

2
0
1
9

1
0
.5

7
.3

N
1
8
.8

N
7
.3

N
1
5
.7

2
0
2
0

1
1
1
.5

8
.2

N
1
9
.6

N
8
.1

N
1
7
.0

2
0
2
1

1
1
.6

8
.1

N
1
9
.5

N
9
.3

N
1
7
.1

2
0
2
2

1
1
.5

8
.6

N
1
7
.1

N
8
.6

N
1
6
.9

N
  

 N
o
t 
a
va

ila
b
le

.

H
is

p
a

n
ic

 

(a
n

y
 r

a
c
e

)2
8

Y
e
a
r

F
o
o
tn

o
te

s
 a

va
ila

b
le

 o
n
 l
a
s
t 
s
lid

e
 o

f 
P

o
ve

rt
y
 s

e
c
ti
o
n
.

S
o
u
rc

e
: 

 U
.S

. 
C

e
n
s
u
s
 B

u
re

a
u
, 

C
u
rr

e
n
t 
P

o
p
u
la

ti
o
n
 S

u
rv

e
y
, 

1
9
6
0
 t
o
 2

0
2
3
 A

n
n
u
a
l 
S

o
c
ia

l 
a
n
d
 E

c
o
n
o
m

ic
 S

u
p
p
le

m
e
n
ts

. 
M

o
re

 i
n
fo

rm
a
ti
o
n
 

o
n
 c

o
n
fi
d
e
n
ti
a
lit

y
 p

ro
te

c
ti
o
n
, 

s
a
m

p
lin

g
 e

rr
o
r,

 n
o
n
s
a
m

p
lin

g
 e

rr
o
r,

 a
n
d
 d

e
fi
n
it
io

n
s
 i
s
 a

va
ila

b
le

 a
t 
<

w
w

w
2
.c

e
n
s
u
s
.g

o
v/

p
ro

g
ra

m
s
-

s
u
rv

e
y
s
/c

p
s
/t
e
c
h
d
o
c
s
/c

p
s
m

a
r2

3
.p

d
f>

.

<
w

w
w

.n
b

e
r.

o
rg

/r
e
s
e

a
rc

h
/d

a
ta

/u
s
-b

u
s
in

e
s
s
-c

y
c
le

-

e
xp

a
n

s
io

n
s
-a

n
d
-c

o
n

tr
a

c
ti
o

n
s
>

.

W
h

it
e

, 
n

o
t 

H
is

p
a

n
ic

2
4

W
h

it
e

 a
lo

n
e
, 

n
o
t 

H
is

p
a

n
ic

2
3

A
ll 

ra
c
e
s

B
la

c
k
 

a
lo

n
e

2
5

A
s
ia

n
 

a
lo

n
e

2
6

Y
e
a
r

Y
e
a
r

B
la

c
k

2
4

T
ro

u
g

h
 m

o
n

th
P

e
a

k
 m

o
n

th

A
s
ia

n
 a

n
d

 

P
a
c
if
ic

 

Is
la

n
d
e

r2
4



Historical Poverty Footnotes



Historical Poverty Footnotes – Con.



Supplemental Poverty Measure 
(SPM)
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How the Census Bureau Measures Poverty:
Supplemental Poverty Measure

Threshold adjusted for family 
composition, housing tenure, and 

geographic variation
38



Official and SPM Thresholds for Units with Two Adults 
and Two Children

Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. 
Source: Official Poverty Thresholds, <www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html>. 
SPM Thresholds, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), <https://stats.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm>. Geographic adjustments based on housing costs 
from the American Community Survey 2017-2021.

$29,678 

$34,235

$28,909

$34,518

Official
poverty
measure

Owners
with a

mortgage

Owners
without a
mortgage

Renters

Supplemental Poverty Measure Thresholds for Renters: 2022Supplemental Poverty Measure
Thresholds: 2022
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The Impact of Taxes on SPM Poverty Rates

16.3%

12.6%
15.1%

7.8%

12.4%

0

5

10

15

20

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Pretax SPM

Percent

SPM

Recession

Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. Population as of March of the following year. Estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the implementation 
of revised SPM methodology. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and 
beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Supplemental Poverty Rate Before and After Taxes:

2009 to 2022

(Rates in percent) Recessions

2009 2 16.3 15.1 December 2007 June 2009

2010 17.1 15.9 February 2020 April 2020

2011 17.0 16.1

2012 17.0 16.0

 2013 3 16.0 15.5

 2013 4 16.3 15.9

2014 16.1 15.6

2015 15.1 14.5

2016 14.4 14.0

2017 14.3 13.9

 2017 5 13.5 13.0

2018 13.3 12.8

2019 12.2 11.7

2019 6 12.3 11.8

2020 7 13.1 9.2

2021 12.6 7.8

2022 12.6 12.4

Source:  National Bureau of Economic Research

Year

Pre Tax 

Supplemental 

Poverty Rate1

Supplemental 

Poverty Rate
Peak month Year Trough month Year

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2023 Annual 

Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).  More information on 

confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is 

available at <www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar23.pdf>.

2 Implementation of 2010 Census-based population controls

4 The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS ASEC 

sample which received the redesigned income questions, approximately 

30,000 addresses.

<www.nber.org/research/data/us-business-cycle-expansions-

and-contractions>.

1 Pretax SPM includes all SPM resources except net of federal and state taxes 

and credits, payroll taxes, and temporary cash payments administrated by tax 

agencies, like rebates or stimulus payments. 

3 The 2014 CPS ASEC included redesigned questions for income and health 

insurance coverage.  All of the approximately 98,000 addresses were eligible to 

receive the redesigned set of health insurance coverage questions.  The redesigned 

income questions were implemented to a subsample of these 98,000 addresses 

using a probability split panel design.  Approximately 68,000 addresses were 

eligible  to receive a set of income questions similar to those used in the 2013 CPS 

ASEC and the remaining 30,000 addresses were eligible to receive the redesigned 

income questions.  The source of these 2013 estimates is the portion of the CPS 

ASEC sample which received the income questions consistent with the 2013 CPS 

ASEC, approximately 68,000 addresses. 

5 Estimates reflect the implementation of an updated processing system 

and should be used to make comparisons to 2018 and subsequent years.
6 Estimates for 2019 and 2020 reflect the implementation of revised SPM 

methodology.

7 Implementation of 2020 Census-based population controls.



Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. Population as of March of the following year. Estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the implementation 
of revised SPM methodology. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and 
beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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SPM Rates by Race and Hispanic Origin: 2009 to 2022

Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. Population as of March of the following year. The SPM estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of revised SPM methodology. The data from 2017 and beyond reflect the implementation of the updated processing system. The data 
for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rates Using Official+ and the SPM: 2009 to 2022

Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. Population as of March of the following year. Official+ includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. 
The SPM estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Poverty Rates for Children Using Official+ and the SPM: 
2009 to 2022

Notes: SPM: Supplemental Poverty Measure. Population as of March of the following year. Official+ includes unrelated individuals under the age of 15. 
The SPM estimates for 2019 and beyond reflect the implementation of revised SPM methodology. The data for 2017 and beyond reflect the 
implementation of an updated processing system. The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 to 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplements (CPS ASEC).
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Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including 
Each Element: 2022

-6.4

-5.1

-3.7

-2.6

-2.5

-2.4

-2.0

-1.3

-0.4

0.3

1.1

3.6

4.1

7.1

-28.9

Numbers in millions

Child support paid

Federal income tax

Work expenses

FICA

Medical expenses

Social Security

Refundable tax credits1

SNAP and school lunch

SNAP

Housing subsidies

SSI

Child Tax Credit2

Other noncash benefits3

Other cash benefits4

Unemployment insurance

1Refundable tax credits include the Earned Income Tax Credit and the refundable 
portion of the Child Tax Credit.
2Includes only the refundable portion of the Child Tax Credit.
3Other noncash benefits include utility assistance, Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and school lunch.

4Other cash benefits include workers’ compensation, Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) / general assistance, and child support received. 
Notes: Population as of March of the following year. SNAP: Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program; SSI: Supplemental Security Income; FICA: Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC).
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(in millions)

Program
Under 18 years 18 to 64 years

65 years and 

over
All Ages

Social Security -1.353 -7.475 -20.100 -28.930

Refundable tax credits -3.521 -2.804 -0.092 -6.417

SNAP and school lunch -2.209 -2.422 -0.473 -5.104

SNAP -1.407 -1.813 -0.450 -3.670

Housing subsidies -0.791 -1.184 -0.667 -2.641

SSI -0.291 -1.720 -0.511 -2.522

Child tax credit -1.411 -0.963 -0.018 -2.392

Other non-cash benefits -1.020 -0.849 -0.084 -1.952

Other cash benefits -0.677 -0.587 -0.040 -1.304

Unemployment insurance -0.116 -0.256 -0.032 -0.404

Child support paid 0.069 0.174 0.015 0.258

Federal income tax 0.139 0.871 0.067 1.077

Work expenses 1.130 2.316 0.195 3.641

FICA 1.143 2.707 0.212 4.062

Medical expenses 1.373 3.660 2.095 7.129

Change in Number of People in Poverty After Including Each 

Element: 2022

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2023 Annual Social and Economic Supplement (CPS ASEC). More information on 

confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions is available at 

<https://www2.census.gov/prod/techdoc/cps/cpsmar23.pdf>.



For More Information:
• Poverty in the United States: 2022

• Detailed and Historical Tables

• Random Samplings Blog

o What’s the Difference Between the Supplemental and Official Poverty 
Measures?

• America Counts: Stories Behind the Numbers

o Black Individuals Had Record Low Official Poverty Rate in 2022

o Median Household Income After Taxes Fell 8.8% in 2022

o Supplemental Poverty Measure in 2022 Higher Than Pre-Pandemic 
Level

• Working Papers:

o Comparing Internal and Public Use SPM Rates after Disclosure 
Avoidance

o Alternative School Lunch Valuation in the 2022 Supplemental Poverty 
Measure
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https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2023/demo/p60-280.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/cps-pov.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-people.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2023/09/difference-between-supplemental-and-official-poverty-measures.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2023/09/difference-between-supplemental-and-official-poverty-measures.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/09/black-poverty-rate.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/09/median-household-income.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/09/supplemental-poverty-measure.html
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/09/supplemental-poverty-measure.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2023/demo/SEHSD-WP-2023-25.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2023/demo/SEHSD-WP-2023-25.html
http://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2023/demo/SEHSD-WP2023-20.html
http://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2023/demo/SEHSD-WP2023-20.html
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