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Our Global Community



Data for Equity

Official statistics can assist in
identifying underserved
communities and equitably
distributing resources.
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Estimating Population
Vulnerability and Resilience

Adapting U.S. Census
Bureau Community
Resilience Estimates
approach to low- and
middle-income
countries.
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INTRODUCTION

Community resilience is the capacity of communi-

ties to respond and adapt to disturbance and change.
Increasingly. national statistical offices (NSOS) and ather
organizations are using this concept to identify communi-
ties that may be less resilient to disruptive events, includ-
ing climate change. This report will describe four existing
community resilience measures in an international context
and discuss the ways in which they are used.

In defining “community resilience,’ community is aften
seen as a complex system characterized by various
attributes and their relation to the surrounding natural
environment. Although there is no universally accepted
definition of resilience (Patel et al. 2017), the Latin root of
“resilience” (resilire: to jump back) is a commen thread in
most of its definitions (Box 1). Resilience is often defined
from a static peint of view and thus linked to stability.
Resilience is also dynamic. however, and can be defined as
the ability of a system to remain viable through adapta-
tion and transform when the system is disrupted (Kruse,
2017 and Magis. 2010). Community capacity is sometimes
used interchangeably with community resilience as it also
implies the idea of community resources avallable to build
community well-being. Resilience, however, is the only
term used for contexts of change when significant and
disruptive events are expected to affect the community
(Magis, 2010).
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Box 1.

Selected Definitions of Resilience by Various
Organizations

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction:

“The ability of a system, community, or society expesed
to hazards to resist, absorb, accommodate, adapt to,
transform, and recover from the effects of a hazard in
a timely and efficient manner, including through the
preservation and restoration of its essential basic struc-
tures and functions through risk management * (United
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, 2022)

European Commission. *. .. the ability nat only to with-
stand and cope with challenges but also to transform in
2 sustainable, fair, and democratic manner® (European
Commission, 2020.)

U.S. Department of Homeland Security: . . . the ability
to adapt to changing conditions and withstand and
rapidly recover from disruption due to emergencies”
(U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 2021

African Development Bank Greup: *. .. the ability
to cope with, adapt to, and recover from shocks
and stresses, and reduce vulnerability in the future *
(African Development Bank Group, 2022.)

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change:
“.... bouncing back and returning to a previous state
after a disturbance. More broadly the term describes
not just the ability to maintain essential function, iden-
tity. and structure. but also the capacity for transfor-
mation.” (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
2022)
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Case Study:
Madagascar

Layer
Percentage of households with 3
or more vulnerability factors

I 80.0% and greater

B 60.0% to 79.9%

I 40.0% to 59.9%
20.0% to 39.9%
Less than 19.9%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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Gridded Population
Estimates: Demobase
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