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The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest 
statistical agency. Our mission is to serve as the nation’s leading 
provider of quality data about its people and economy. 

About the U.S. Census Bureau

The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a variety of surveys and programs each year, including 

• The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of all 50 states and U.S. territories

• The American Community Survey – the ongoing, annual survey of the social, economic, housing, and 
demographic characteristics of the nation’s population 

• The Economic Census –  the official five-year measure of American businesses

• The Census of Governments –  identifies the scope and nature of the nation’s state and local government sector



• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS geography basics

• Census Bureau geography basics

• Geography live demonstration

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
The Foundation

4

• The American Community Survey (ACS) is the premier source of detailed 
information about the nation’s people and housing

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and about 150,000 Group Quarters (GQ) 
residents to produce annual social, economic, housing, and demographic 
estimates for communities throughout the U.S. and Puerto Rico 

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously collected by 
the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how federal funds are distributed each year, supports over 
300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 1-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005 (1-year estimates = 2005; 5-year 2005-2009)
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The American Community Survey
Who Uses the ACS

Amer. Indian & Alaska 
Native Populations

Businesses General Users

Media

Federal 
Government

State & Local 
Government

Nonprofits Researchers
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The American Community Survey
Content Overview

POPULATION

Social Economic Demographic

• Ancestry
• Citizenship Status
• Citizen Voting-Age Population
• Disability Status
• Educational Attainment
• Fertility
• Grandparents as Caregivers
• Language Spoken at Home
• Marital History and Status
• Migration/Residence 1 Year Ago
• Place of Birth
• School Enrollment
• Undergraduate Field of Degree
• Veterans Status; Period of 

Military Service
• Year of Entry

• Class of Worker
• Commuting and Place of 

Work
• Employment Status
• Food Stamps (SNAP)
• Health Insurance 

Coverage
• Income and Earnings
• Industry and Occupation
• Poverty Status
• Weeks Worked Last Year

• Age
• Group Quarters Population
• Hispanic or Latino Origin
• Race
• Relationship to Householder
• Sex
• Total Population

HOUSING

• Bedrooms
• Computer & Internet Use
• Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes, 

Insurance)
• Electric Vehicles
• House Heating Fuel 
• Kitchen/Plumbing Facilities
• Occupancy/Vacancy Status
• Occupants per Room
• Rooms
• Solar Panels
• Telephone Service Available
• Tenure (Owner/Renter)
• Units in Structure
• Value of Home
• Vehicles Available
• Year Householder Moved Into Unit
• Year Structure Built



Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

1-Year
 Estimates

1-Year 

Supplemental Estimates

5-Year 

Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Typical Release Month
(Occurs in the calendar year 
after data collection)

September October December

Planned 2024 ACS Data 
Releases

Sept. 11, 2025 Oct. 16, 2025 Dec. 11, 2025

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html
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The American Community Survey
Availability of Data Products

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/news/data-releases.html


• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS geography basics

• Census Bureau geography basics

• Geography live demonstration

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
Legal and Statistical Areas
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Legal

• States (and equivalents)

• Counties
• County subdivisions

 (Towns & townships)
• Places (incorporated)
• Tribal areas

 (Reservations and trustlands)

Administrative

• Election areas

• School districts

Statistical

• Regions

• Divisions
• County subdivisions

 (Census county divisions)
• Places (census designated)
• Tribal areas (statistical areas)
• Census tracts
• Block groups
• Tabulation blocks
• Metropolitan/micropolitan statistical areas
• Urban areas
• ZCTAs



The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts
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County of El Paso

STATE COUNTY

CENSUS TRACT BLOCK GROUP

Texas
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The American Community Survey
Estimate Type Availability by County



The American Community Survey
Areas Published
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/reference-materials.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/areas-published.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/reference-materials.html


The American Community Survey
Geography Boundaries by Year
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census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/geography-boundaries-by-year.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/geography-acs/geography-boundaries-by-year.html


The American Community Survey
Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs)
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census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/pumas.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/pumas.html


• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS geography basics

• Census Bureau geography basics

• Geography live demonstration

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
Geography basics

Geography and the ACS

• Where people live

• Geographic areas

• Geographic codes

• Live demo
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The American Community Survey
Where people live

• Address Updates
• USPS Delivery Sequence File

• Road Updates
• Partnership programs

• Boundary Updates
• Boundary and Annexation 

Survey (BAS)

Creating the frame for the ACS and other surveys
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The American Community Survey
Geographic areas



The American Community Survey
Geographic Codes

20
census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-identifiers.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-identifiers.html


The American Community Survey
Geographic Codes
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census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-identifiers.html

census.gov/library/reference/code-lists/ansi.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-identifiers.html
https://www.census.gov/library/reference/code-lists/ansi.html


• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS geography basics

• Census Bureau geography basics

• Geography live demonstration

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
Geographic Data Tools and Demo

TIGERWeb Census Geocoder

Interactive Maps

TIGER/Line Shapefiles

census.gov/geo

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography.html


census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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The American Community Survey
Selected Ways to Access Data

data.census.gov QuickFacts

My Tribal Area

My Congressional District

My Community Explorer

OnTheMap 
for Emergency Management

Census Business Builder Application
 Programming Interface

https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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data.census.gov

data.census.gov

The American Community Survey
Quick Demo

https://data.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/


• American Community Survey (ACS) basics

• ACS geography basics

• Census Bureau geography basics

• Geography live demonstration

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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census.gov/acs
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The American Community Survey
ACS Main Page

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/handbooks.html
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The American Community Survey
Data Handbooks

Currently Available
• All Data Users
• American Indian and Alaska Natives (AIAN)
• Application Programming Database (API)
• Business
• Geography
• Journalists
• Public Use Microdata Sample
• Puerto Rico Community Survey
• Researchers
• Rural
• State and Local Government
• Summary File

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/library/handbooks.html
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The American Community Survey
Stay Connected

Sign Up for 

Email Updates
Share Your ACS 

Data Story

census.gov/acs-data-stories acsdatacommunity.prb.org ACS | GEO

https://census.gov/acs-data-stories
https://acsdatacommunity.prb.org/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/signup/12426
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/subscriber/new


The American Community Survey & Geography Division
Find Answers, Get Support

American Community Survey

• Phone: 800-923-8282

• Email:
acso.users.support@census.gov

• Web: census.gov/acs

Geography Division

• Phone: 301-763-1128

• Email:
geo.geography@census.gov

• Web: census.gov/geo
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mailto:acso.users.support@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
mailto:geo.geography@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography.html
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