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Slides are available at https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2025/understanding-acs-tables-and-
profiles.html 

This webinar is being recorded. The recording will be available after the webinar. 
 

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2025/understanding-acs-tables-and-profiles.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2025/understanding-acs-tables-and-profiles.html


2

The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest 
statistical agency. Our mission is to serve as the nation’s leading 
provider of quality data about its people and economy. 

About the U.S. Census Bureau

The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a variety of surveys and programs each year, including 

• The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing count of all 50 states and U.S. territories

• The American Community Survey – the ongoing, annual survey of the social, economic, housing, and 
demographic characteristics of the nation’s population 

• The Economic Census –  the official five-year measure of American businesses

• The Census of Governments –  identifies the scope and nature of the nation’s state and local government sector



The American Community Survey
The Introduction to the ACS Webinar and Discovering the ACS Course
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census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2024/intro-to-the-acs.html

census.gov/data/academy/courses/discovering-the-american-community-survey.html

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2024/intro-to-the-acs.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/courses/discovering-the-american-community-survey.html


• American Community Survey (ACS) brief overview

• ACS data tables and profiles with demonstrations

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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• The American Community Survey (ACS) is the premier source of 
detailed information about the nation’s people and housing

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses to produce annual social, economic, 
housing, and demographic estimates for communities throughout the 
U.S. and Puerto Rico 

• Covers 40+ topics — Collects detailed information previously collected 
by the decennial census each decade

• Helps inform how federal funds are distributed each year, supports 
over 300 evidence-based federal government uses

• Data released the year after collection as 1-year and 5-year estimates

• Officially started in 2005 (1-year estimates = 2005; 5-year 2005-2009)



• American Community Survey (ACS) brief overview

• ACS data tables and profiles with demonstrations

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
Pre-Tabulated Profiles and Tables

Profiles 
➢ Profiles contain the most frequently requested 

social, economic, housing, and demographic 
data

Profiles Include: 
➢ Data Profiles (DP)
➢ Comparison Profiles (CP)
➢ Selected Population Profiles (S0201), and 
➢ Narrative Profiles

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html

Tables 
➢ Tables offer a precise or detailed view of a 

subject

Tables Include: 
➢ Detailed Tables (B or C)
➢ Subject Tables (S)
➢ Ranking Tables (R)
➢ Geographic Comparison Tables (GCT)

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html
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The American Community Survey
Profiles – Data Profiles

Data Profiles (DP)
• Broad social, economic, housing, and 

demographic information in a total of four 
profiles

Geographic areas covered:
• All areas down to the neighborhood 

(census tract) level

Why use DPs:
• Summarize data for single geography
• Estimates & Percentages
• Easy to use

Access:
• ACS website
• data.census.gov (1-year DPs, 5-year DPs)
• Census API

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables/data-profiles.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?d=ACS%201-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Data%20Profiles
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html
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The American Community Survey
Profiles – Comparison Profiles

Comparison Profiles (CP)
• Comparisons of ACS estimates over time 

in the same layout as the Data Profiles

Geographic areas covered:
• 1-year CPs: areas with 65,000+
• 5-year CPs: nation, states, counties, 

places, and metro/micro areas of 5,000+

Why use CPs:
• Summarize data for single geography
• Estimates & Percentages
• Easy to use

Access:
• data.census.gov (1-year CPs, 5-year CPs)
• Census API

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%201-Year%20Estimates%20Comparison%20Profiles
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Comparison%20Profiles
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html
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The American Community Survey
Profiles – Selected Population Profiles

Selected Population Profiles (S0201/S0201PR)
• Broad ACS statistics for population 

subgroups by race, ethnicity, ancestry, 
tribal affiliation, and place of birth

Thresholds for Data:
• 1st: geographic areas with 500,000+
• 2nd: population group with 65,000+

Why use S0201/S0201PR:
• One-stop-shop for data for specific 

population subgroups

Access:
• data.census.gov (1-year Selected 

Population Profiles)
• Census API

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%201-Year%20Estimates%20Selected%20Population%20Profiles
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%201-Year%20Estimates%20Selected%20Population%20Profiles
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-1year.html
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The American Community Survey
Profiles – Narrative Profiles

Narrative Profiles
• Summaries of information in the Data 

Profiles using nontechnical text

Geographic areas covered:
• Nation, states, counties, metro/micro 

statistical areas, places, ZCTAs, AIAN & 
HHLs, and neighborhoods (census tracts)

Why use Narrative Profiles:
• Summarize data for single geography
• Interprets the data for you
• Provides visual aids

Access:
• ACS website

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables/narrative-profiles.html
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The American Community Survey
Tables – Detailed Tables

Detailed Tables (B or C)
• Most detailed estimates on all topics for 

all geographies

Geographic areas covered:
• All areas down to the block group level

Why use B or C tables:
• Most detailed of all data products
• Cover all subjects in the ACS
• Data for all geographies

Access:
• data.census.gov (1-year B/Cs, 5-year B/Cs)
• Census API
• Summary File

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%201-Year%20Estimates%20Detailed%20Tables
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Detailed%20Tables
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/summary-file.html
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The American Community Survey
Tables – Subject Tables

Subject Tables (S)
• A span of information on a particular ACS 

subject presented in format of both 
estimates and percentages

Geographic areas covered:
• All areas down to the neighborhood 

(census tract) level

Why use S tables:
• Focuses on specific topics
• More detailed than profiles
• Estimates & percentages

Access:
• data.census.gov (1-year S’s, 5-year S’s)
• Census API
• ACS website

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%201-Year%20Estimates%20Subject%20Tables
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?d=ACS%205-Year%20Estimates%20Subject%20Tables
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables/subject-tables.html
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The American Community Survey
Tables – Ranking Tables

Ranking Tables (R)
• State rankings across ~90 key variables

Geographic areas covered:
• Nation, states, District of Columbia, and 

Puerto Rico

Why use R tables:
• Simple: 1 variable at a time
• Ranks states with significant difference
• Great for stories and state comparisons!

Access:
• ACS website

https://www.census.gov/acs/www/data/data-tables-and-tools/ranking-tables/
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The American Community Survey
Tables – Geographic Comparison Tables

Geographic Comparison Tables (GCT)
• Compares ~95 key variables across 

geographies

Geographic areas covered:
• States, metro/micro statistical areas, 

cities, counties, congressional districts, 
and several other geographic areas

Why use GCT tables:
• Simple: 1 variable at a time across many 

geographies in a single table

Access:
• ACS website

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables/geographic-comparison-tables.html
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The American Community Survey
For Deeper Dives on the Rest…

Supplemental Estimate 
Tables (K20)

Related webinar (2025)

Equal Employment 
Opportunity Data

Data Gem

Public Use Microdata 
Sample (PUMS)

Race, Ethnicity, Ancestry 
and AIAN Tables

Related webinar (2024)

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html#accordion-b251611b75-item-a412901214
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html#accordion-b251611b75-item-a412901214
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2025/discovering-acs-1-year-supplemental-estimates.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/eeo-data.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/eeo-data.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems/2024/access-demographic-and-earnings-data.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/microdata.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/race-aian.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/race-aian.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2024/native-hawaiian-and-other-pacific-islander-data-and-the-acs.html


• American Community Survey (ACS) brief overview

• ACS data tables and profiles with demonstrations

• Resources for learning more

The American Community Survey
Outline
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census.gov/acs
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The American Community Survey
ACS Main Page

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html
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The American Community Survey
Data Tables and Tools

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool.html
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The American Community Survey
Data Tables and Tools

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool.html
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The American Community Survey
Stay Connected

Sign Up for 

Email Updates
Share Your ACS 

Data Story

census.gov/acs-data-stories acsdatacommunity.prb.org public.govdelivery.com/acc
ounts/USCENSUS/signup/ 
12426

https://census.gov/acs-data-stories
https://acsdatacommunity.prb.org/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/signup/12426
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/signup/12426
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCENSUS/signup/12426


The American Community Survey
Find Answers, Get Support
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Website 
census.gov/acs

Census Academy 
census.gov/academy

ACS Data User Support 
acso.users.support@census.gov

Source Us 
U.S. Census Bureau, [YYYY – YYYY] 
American Community Survey
[1/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]

Census Customer Service Center

800-923-8282
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