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Language Students and the 
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Schools Program
The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program educates students about the 

decennial census and uses census data to teach them educational concepts and skills. 

As the 2020 Census approaches, SIS is adding 67 new activities, among many other 

resources, to the program. This includes activities that are specially designed for adult 

English as a second language (ESL) students.

These activities focus heavily on developing vocabulary, grammar, and conversational 

skills in English. Because a high proportion of adult ESL students are immigrants or 

otherwise new to living in the United States, some activities include topics that build a 

basic understanding of how the 2020 Census shapes communities throughout the U.S. 

and affects everyone who lives here.
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Featured Activity: 

How the Census 

Helps My Community

Topic(s):

The what and why of the 

U.S. census

Proficency Level:

Intermediate

Approx. Time Required:

40 minutes

Learning Objectives: 

Students will be able to:

• State two things they learned about the U.S. 2020 Census by reading an article.

• Describe why the U.S. 2020 Census is important for the United States government.

• Describe, in their own words, why the U.S. 2020 Census is also important to them and 

their community.  

Introduction

The 2020 Census Statistics in Schools (SIS) program is designed to educate students in grades pre-K-12 

about the decennial census and to teach them educational concepts and skills, such as data literacy, 

through use of census data in the classroom. For the 2020 Census, SIS created a special set of activities 

for adult students learning English as a second language to teach them about the 2020 Census. 

Responding to the census helps your community get its fair share of funding. Census data guides how 

more than $675 billion in federal funding is distributed to states and communities each year. These 

funds support vital community programs, such as schools, hospitals, housing, transportation, and 

food assistance. By educating students of all ages about the 2020 Census, you can help encourage a 

complete count.

About the 2020 Census

In addition to the information built into instructions for this activity, the following points provide an easy 

way to explain the census to your students.

• The decennial census is a count of every person living in the United States, Puerto Rico, and other U.S. territories. 

To count every person, the Census Bureau uses a form that each household must fill out. It is done by the U.S. 

Census Bureau every 10 years and counts the total population for the country.

• It is important that every person be counted in the 2020 Census so that the government can properly distribute 

$675 billion to communities, based on their population.

• The population of every state in the census also determines how many representatives each state is given in the 

U.S. House of Representatives.

• You can do your part by completing your 2020 Census form to make sure every person living in your home 

is counted.
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How the Census 
Helps My Community

Review key vocabulary with your class: 
• Census: A complete count of a population.

• Decennial: Occurring every 10 years.
• Statistics: The practice or science of collecting and analyzing numerical data in large quantities.

• Population: All people, male and female, child and adult, living in a given geographic area.
• Census Bureau: The U.S. Census Bureau is a division of the federal government in the U.S. 

Department of Commerce. The Census Bureau is responsible for conducting the U.S. census at least 

once every 10 years to count the entire population of the United States.• Questionnaire: A set of questions for obtaining statistically useful or personal information 

from individuals.

• Confidentiality: Keeping information private.
For the U.S. census, confidentiality also means the guarantee, written in law (Title 13, United States 

Code), that personal information given in answers to the census will not be disclosed to others. In 

other words, by law the Census Bureau cannot disclose any private information that identifies a 

person or a business.



Why does the 2020 Census SIS program have activities for adult 
ESL students?
The Census Bureau wants to make sure that all students, regardless of age, have an 

opportunity to improve their statistical literacy using census data. It is also important 

that everyone living in the United States understand the importance of the decennial 

census and the ways in which it impacts our lives.

What materials are available for adult ESL students?
The 2020 Census SIS program includes four activities designed specifically for adults 

learning English as a second language. There is a teacher and student version of 

each activity. The activities focus on these topics: the importance and benefits of the 

decennial census, apportionment, diversity, and planning for the future.

How does the 2020 Census benefit my students and their families?
Census data guides how more than $675 billion in federal funding is distributed to states 

and communities each year. For communities to get the right amount of funding, it is 

extremely important that every person be counted in the census. By using SIS activities 

in your adult ESL classrooms, you can help students understand why a complete count 

of their community is important, and you can encourage them to count every person in 

their home.

Where can I access these activities?
To get started, visit census.gov/schools.

http://census.gov/schools
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